
Proclamation 

2015 National Arson Awareness Week 
 

WHEREAS, The theme for 2015 Arson Awareness Week is Accelerant Detection Canines — Sniffing 

Out Arson; and 

 

WHEREAS, According to the U.S. Fire Administration from 2010-2012, an estimated 17,400 

intentionally set fires in residential buildings were reported to U.S. fire departments each year, resulting 

in 275 civilian deaths, 800 civilian injuries, and $513 million in property loss. For this same time period, 

an estimated 9,000 intentionally set fires occurred in nonresidential buildings each year resulting in $282 

million in property loss; and 

 

WHEREAS, According to the FBI over the last five years (2009-2013), there has been an average of 

53,127 arsons reported with an average dollar loss of $15,086 per incident; and 

 

WHEREAS, We will use the week of May 3-9 to focus on the value and contribution accelerant 

detection canines make to fire departments, law enforcement agencies, and their communities; and 

 

WHEREAS, An accelerant detection canine saves time and money; there are fewer but more accurate 

evidence samples, which reduces expenditures at the lab, speeding up investigations and providing a 

higher conviction rate; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the International Association of Arson Investigators, 

Inc., Board of Directors meeting in Executive Session on Nov. 1, 1985, in Atlanta, Georgia, hereby 

proclaims the week, beginning on May 4, 1986, as National Arson Awareness Week, and the first full 

week of May shall be so designated each year hereafter. 

 

  



2015 National Arson Awareness Week 

Sample Resolution 

 

WHEREAS, The theme for 2015 Arson Awareness Week is Accelerant Detection Canines — Sniffing 

Out Arson; and 

 

WHEREAS, According to the U.S. Fire Administration from 2010-2012, an estimated 17,400 

intentionally set fires in residential buildings were reported to U.S. fire departments each year, resulting 

in 275 civilian deaths, 800 civilian injuries, and $513 million in property loss. For this same time period, 

an estimated 9,000 intentionally set fires occurred in nonresidential buildings each year resulting in $282 

million in property loss; and 

 

WHEREAS, According to the FBI over the last five years (2009-2013), there has been an average of 

53,127 arsons reported with an average dollar loss of $15,086 per incident; and 

 

WHEREAS, An accelerant detection canine saves time and money; there are fewer but more accurate 

evidence samples, which reduces expenditures at the lab, speeding up investigations and providing a 

higher conviction rate; and 

 

WHEREAS, We will use the week of May 3-9 to focus on the value and contribution accelerant 

detection canines make to fire departments, law enforcement agencies, and their communities; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, [Governor’s or Mayor’s name], [Governor or Mayor] of [City or State], on 

behalf of its citizens do hereby proclaim May 3-9, 2015, to be Arson Awareness Week. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the [Governor or Mayor] and [insert Cabinet or Council, etc.] pay 

special tribute to all fire and law enforcement investigative agencies for their dedicated and tireless 

service. 

 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the [insert Governor or Mayor] and [insert Cabinet or Council, etc.] of 

the [insert City or State] have hereunto subscribed their names and have caused the Official Seal of the 

[insert City and County or State] to be hereunto affixed in the 

 

[City or State] of ___________________ on this ________________day of 

________________ 2015. 

 

_____________________________________________[Signature] 

 

  



Facts about Accelerant Detection Canines 
 

An accelerant detection canine (ADC) works and lives with its handler, a law enforcement officer or 

firefighter trained to investigate fire scenes. 

 

An ADC transforms from a loving pet to a motivated accelerant detection tool as soon as the handler 

puts on the food/reward pouch. 

 

An ADC provides a tremendous benefit in terms of time and cost savings. These canines are also an 

excellent addition to any community’s fire prevention and education programs. 

 

An ADC is fast, covering an entire scene in less than 30 minutes. It can take humans days to do what a 

dog does in minutes. 

 

An ADC is accurate: At best, humans can make educated guesses about possible accelerant use and will 

need to collect an average of 20 samples to send off to a lab for testing. With an ADC, its nose narrows 

down the guess work, and it winds up taking three samples on average. 

 

An ADC in a community closes more cases and acts as a deterrent resulting in a reduction of the arson 

problem. 

 

An ADC saves time and money: There are fewer but higher quality samples, which saves money at the 

lab. The dog’s work speeds up investigations and provides for a higher conviction rate. Often, 

canine/handler teams are brought in to rule out arson allowing a case to close or the insurance claim 

process to move forward more quickly. 

 

An ADC knows how to work a crowd: At a fire scene, the dog is encouraged to mingle with the crowds 

and give them a good sniff. If the arsonist is in the crowd watching, the ADC will alert to the smell of 

the accelerant on his or her clothes, shoes or body. 

 

An ADC may be brought in to a suspect, alerting to an accelerant undetectable by the human sense of 

smell. 

 

An ADC is unbiased: The dog just sticks to the truth. If there’s an accelerant present, it alerts — simply 

communicating that something is there (or not there), without any personal bias, prejudice or judgment. 

 

An ADC is a valued member of its community: In addition to averaging 90 fires a year, in their off 

hours, ADC teams head out into their communities to teach fire safety and prevention to kids and adults. 

 

An ADC’s sense of smell is 100,000 times more acute than a human’s. 

 

  



Canine Teams in Action Across America 
 

Dennis Woodring is a fire investigator with the Dauphin County District Attorney’s Office, Criminal 

Investigation Division, which includes Harrisburg, Pennsylvania’s, state capital. He is teamed up with 

Loki, a 7-year-old Labrador retriever. Loki was being raised as a guide dog for the blind but couldn’t 

kick her instinctive urge to sniff. While this is problematic as an assistant to the blind, it is essential to 

being a success in a job where you sniff out ignitable liquids. The next stop for Loki was Front Royal, 

Virginia, where she entered the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives’ (ATF’s) 

Accelerant Detection Canine Program (ADCP). There she was trained and imprinted before she spent 

six weeks getting to know her handler. Loki is Detective Woodring’s third ADC from the ATF’s 

program. As an ATF canine, Loki has worked on myriad cases, traveling as far as Rochester, New York, 

to nab robbers who torched a strip mall. Loki was also instrumental in identifying evidence used to 

convict an arsonist involved in the three-year arson crisis in Coatesville, Pennsylvania. Loki is also 

involved with her community, participating in the Paws Abilities expo sponsored by Susquehanna 

Service Dogs where she wows children and adults alike with her olfactory skills. 

 

Lt. Carlton Saunders is a fire investigator for Howard County Fire and Rescue located southwest of 

Baltimore in Maryland. Lt. Saunders is paired with Horton, a 3-year-old Labrador and golden retriever 

mix. Saunders and Horton received their training with Maine Specialty Dogs as part of the State Farm 

Arson Dog Program in 2013. Horton’s original career path was to be a service dog for the disabled. It 

was quickly discovered that Horton was too exuberant for this line of work; however, he was perfect for 

the accelerant detection training. In his short 1 1/2-year tenure, Horton has identified ignitable liquids at 

many fires earning the respect of firefighters and investigators along the way. Like most ADCs, Horton 

visits schools for fire safety presentations, but he also goes to forensic classes at Howard County high 

schools to demonstrate his role in fire investigations and identifying samples at a fire scene. 

 

Detective John V. Peters and his canine partner Daisy work for the Westchester County Police located 

north of New York City. Peters and Daisy, a black Labrador retriever, met in 2012 as part of a five-week 

training program hosted by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy and State Farm Insurance. In October 

2014, Daisy Peters delivered several demonstrations at a school in Yonkers. Four months later, there 

was a large fire, also in Yonkers. During the fire investigation, several children who were now displaced 

as a result of the fire saw Daisy and remembered her from the school visit. Since their home was a total 

loss, Daisy comforted the children during this trying time. Next, Daisy was requested to sniff properly 

stored evidence from a cold case homicide from 2007. Detectives weren’t sure if an accelerant had been 

used to start the fire in an attempt to conceal the crime of murder. Detectives lined up several evidence 

cans with miscellaneous burnt debris in them and other articles of evidence collected at the crime scene. 

Daisy did a sniff of the cans and indicated on the only two cans that were suspected of possibly having 

accelerants in them, leading to a renewed interest in the case with the possibility for a murder 

conviction. A local paper penned an article titled, “Where There’s Smoke — There’s Daisy.” In 2013, 

Daisy worked 67 cases with nearly half identified as intentional, resulting in further arson investigation. 

A true modern dog — Daisy has 1,300 Likes on her Facebook page, “Daisy the Arson Detection Dog.” 

 

Lee Laubach, the chief of the Allentown Fire Department, is the handler for ADC Judge. Laubach and 

Judge combined forces in April 2011 at the State Farm Arson Dog Program in Alfred, Maine. Since 

early 2011, Judge has done over 400 community public education demonstrations and Chief Laubach 

believes it is the most rewarding part of being an accelerant canine team. Laubach uses it as an avenue to 



get the fire safety message across to the audience throughout the Lehigh Valley and beyond, which has 

had phenomenal results. Laubach has received phone calls in his office from parents saying that their 

child came home from school and asked when the last time the battery was changed in the smoke 

detector, telling their parents that Judge told them to ask that. He believes these demonstrations have had 

another benefit as a deterrent. The data in the city of Allentown for 2014 supports this theory because 

since 2010, before Judge was put in service, the city has had an almost 50 percent drop in arson fires. 

The team was dispatched to a neighboring community on a mutual-aid response to assist with the 

investigation of a house fire. Upon arrival, Laubach and Judge met with the detective and then 

conducted their sniff around the structure. Judge had a primary alert, which was then noted and 

communicated to the investigator. The media noticed Laubach’s vehicle on the location, and neighbors 

confirmed to them that Judge was deployed, so it hit the newspapers, “Arson K9 Assisting with 

Investigation of House Fire.” After daybreak when the detective was on-scene, the juveniles who started 

the fire returned and confessed to setting the fire telling the detective that they heard the arson canine 

was on scene, had found something, and it was just a matter of time before they were caught, so they felt 

the court would go easier on them if they confessed. 

 

Riley, a black Labrador retriever, joined Fire Captain/Investigator Howard Orr of the Santa Barbara 

County Fire Department in August 2013 at a five-week canine accelerant detection school sponsored by 

State Farm Insurance and certified by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy. Since then, they’ve been 

inseparable. Only two months on the job in October 2013, Riley and Orr were called to assist in 

examining the scenes of three separate fires that had occurred during the same night in Santa Maria, 

California. One of the fires involved an occupied multistory residential hotel and the others a trash 

dumpster and a recycle trash can, both within blocks of the hotel fire. Riley helped examine all of the 

fire scenes, alerting to materials at all three fires. Evidence was collected and confirmed by Riley as 

positive samples. Later that evening, a suspect was seen and arrested two blocks from the hotel fire. 

Riley and Orr were called to the Santa Maria Police Station to examine clothing and other items that 

were in the suspect’s possession. Riley alerted on several of the suspect’s possessions. The suspect was 

then put in a lineup along with three other people. Riley alerted to the suspect. The suspect’s clothing 

was collected and lined up for Riley to examine. Riley alerted on several articles of clothing. When the 

fire investigator advised the suspect of who Riley was and what he was trained to detect, the suspect 

bowed and shook his head in silence. We later learned the suspect admitted to using gasoline to start all 

of the fires. The suspect was charged with the arsons and attempted murder. He pled guilty to all charges 

and received the maximum sentence of 17 years in prison. Riley has been involved with public relations 

and education for our department since he started his career in September 2013. He’s involved with 

school presentations, community events, and service club presentations. He’s a great ambassador to the 

department and the fire service. One of the main events Riley participates in each year is the Goleta 

Lemon Festival, which is a two-day event. At the festival, Riley greets hundreds of people, giving us an 

opportunity to share his story, explain how he is trained, and talk to the community about fire safety and 

fire prevention. Riley rides in style since an anonymous donor donated a specially designed sports utility 

vehicle equipped with special sensors for temperature control, early warning heat detection system, 

tinted windows, a protected interior for safe transport, and an automatic air conditioning system that 

flips on if the car gets too hot. 

 

Lt. Keith Lynn and canine Glory work in the Beloit Fire Department, which is located on the southern 

border of Wisconsin. The department has been using accelerant canines since 1996, due to a higher-

than-average arson rate. Lynn’s first dog was Bo-Bo, who worked for eight years, followed by Molly, 



who worked until the fall of 2013, and now Glory. Glory is a 2-year-old Labrador retriever and is 

already on her second career. Glory was an assistance dog set up to live with a handicapped person but 

had separation anxiety and didn’t end up as a good fit for that program, so she modified her canine 

curriculum vitae and joined the State Farm Arson Dog Program in August 2013. Last year, Beloit’s 

arson rate was 28 percent, compared to an estimated national average of 15 percent. Glory’s keen sense 

of smell can narrow down a fire’s origin and help Lt. Lynn determine which evidence should be sent to 

the crime lab. With the assistance of Glory’s keen sense of smell, Lt. Lynn can confirm or rule out the 

possibility of arson within a matter of minutes. Without canine assistance, finding a cause could take 

weeks, with multiple investigators sifting through the debris. Glory’s keen sense of smell is also used to 

identify possible suspects. By walking through the crowd at a fire scene, Glory will indicate to Lt. Lynn 

if she detects accelerants on a person’s clothing. Public education is a substantial part of Glory’s job. 

Glory and Lt. Lynn visit schools, clubs and organizations, talking about fire safety, fire prevention and 

arson awareness. While public awareness is key to combating the growing problem of intentionally set 

fires, the team emphasizes the importance of creating and regularly practicing a plan to get out of the 

home safely. Fires are not selective nor do they wait for fire prevention week. Likewise, this team makes 

sure the message does not wait. 

 

Detective David Young who works in the Florida State Fire Marshal’s Jacksonville office joined up 

with Fresca, a Labrador and golden retriever mix at the State Farm Arson Dog Program. Fresca was 

certified to detect ignitable liquids, according to the Maine Criminal Justice Academy standards in April 

2014. She was called to service in May 2014, completing 147 calls for service as of February 2015. 

From these calls, multiple arrests have been obtained and crucial evidence located in at least two 

homicides. Fresca has assisted in confirming multiple samples while on fire scenes. Fresca also enjoys 

making appearances at community service events including those for school children, families and 

students at Florida State Fire College. She has even given demonstrations to officials at the governor’s 

office and inaugural events. Fresca has participated in firefighter memorial events, honor guard events, 

and Florida State Fire College graduation ceremonies. Fresca is one of seven ADCs with the State of 

Florida Department of Financial Services/Office of the Fire Marshal. 

 

Troy Morrison and Pyro are a private canine team for FireNarc Investigations located in Jamul, 

California, just east of San Diego. Pyro was rescued from a shelter and sent to the canine academy in 

Texas to become an ADC. Pyro sniffs for ignitable liquids, assisting fire investigations throughout 

California. Pyro routinely visits schools to teach them about fire safety. Pyro and Morrison also attend 

myriad fire conferences each year, including the recent Firehouse World in San Diego and the upcoming 

International Association of Arson Investigators Training Conference in Chicago, Illinois. 

 

Stephanie Schofield is the secondary handler on an ADC team for the city of Rawlins Fire Department, 

located southwest of Casper, Wyoming. Schofield was trained with her canine partner Sasha, a black 

Labrador retriever, in Maine with the State Farm Arson Dog Program. Shortly after Schofield returned 

from Maine, she was involved in an investigation at a motel in nearby Gillette, Wyoming — nearby by 

Wyoming standards, a mere 250 miles away. It was her maiden voyage with Sasha, and they had to 

investigate a three-story hotel that eventually resulted in several alerts. Since Schofield became the 

secondary handler for Sasha, she’s taken some of the load off the primary handler, John Rutherford, for 

public education. Schofield is also the Public Education Coordinator and Youth Firesetter Prevention 

Specialist for the department. They do the normal Fire Prevention Week during the month of October, 

which at times stretches throughout the entire month. They partake in career days for fifth grade students 



as well as at the middle school level along with offering station tours to the kindergarten classes. 

Schofield and Sasha have done a variety of nontraditional activities, including demonstrations to Boy 

Scouts, dog obedience classes, and even some insurance agent conferences around the state. The 

insurance companies are certainly glad about our arson dog, and in the long run, it helps them with their 

bottom line. 

 

Lt. Fabian Jackson is a 27-year veteran with Portland Fire and Rescue who works with the 

investigations unit. In 2008, Jackson was teamed up with his canine partner, a black Labrador retriever 

named Lila, and they graduated from ATF’s ADCP that same year. Lila is now 8 years old. She started 

her career as an 8-week-old puppy, training to be a guide dog for the blind in Texas. Due to her keen 

sense of smell and love for birds, Lila was redirected to the ATF canine program. Lila and Jackson spent 

six weeks learning their new craft and bonding. Once graduated and certified, the team was called into 

action from as far north as Ferndale, Washington, to as far south as Phoenix, Arizona, as part of a 

National Response Team response. Lila has worked scenes as small as vehicle fires to as large as 

commercial buildings a city block long. Lila has worked numerous fire scenes that have resulted in 

custodies and arson convictions throughout the states of Oregon and Washington. A real go-getter, Lila 

can sniff out 30 flammable substances. When she detects something, she sits and looks at Jackson for a 

treat. He rewards her with fish-flavored kibble. One memorable conviction Lila helped with was when 

Portland Fire and Rescue investigators were looking to prove that the man suspected of setting a blaze at 

the home of his ex-girlfriend was in fact the arsonist. The suspect was violent and had threatened the 

homeowner. At the crime scene, there were no fingerprints and no traces of DNA. Lila picked up a trail 

of gasoline spread throughout the house, and this evidence was used in part to convict the arsonist. 

 

 

 

  



The National Fire Dog Monument — From Ashes to Answers 
 

No city in America is better known for national memorials than in our nation’s capital, Washington, 

D.C. On Oct. 23, 2013, ADCs were added to the list of honorees to have a monument dedicated to them 

when the National Fire Dog Monument was formally dedicated. Named “From Ashes to Answers,” the 

450-pound monument was the idea of Agent Jerry Means with the Colorado Bureau of Investigation 

following the passing of his first ADC partner, Erin. 

 

Means realized that there was no national memorial created to acknowledge the service ADC teams 

provide to communities across the U.S., so he began raising funds to have a bronzed sculpture created as 

a memorial. The life-size bronze sculpture was created by a then 22-year-old Colorado firefighter and 

sculptor, Austin Weishel, and depicts a firefighter and his canine partner ready to work. The bond and 

trust between investigator and dog is beautifully captured in the sculpture, forever immortalized for all 

to enjoy. Nearly five years in the making, the monument now resides outside of D.C. Fire and EMS 

Station 2 on 500 F Street NW in Washington, D.C. 

 

 

2015 Arson Awareness Week Facts 
 

According to the U.S. Fire Administration from 2010-2012, an estimated 17,400 intentionally set fires in 

residential buildings were reported to U.S. fire departments each year, resulting in 275 civilian deaths, 

800 civilian injuries, and $513 million in property loss. For this same time period, an estimated 9,000 

intentionally set fires occurred in nonresidential buildings each year resulting in $282 million in property 

loss. 

 

According to the FBI over the last five years (2009-2013), there has been an average of 53,127 arsons 

reported with an average dollar loss of $15,086 per incident. 

 

According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) from 2007-2011, an estimated 282,600 

intentional fires were reported to U.S. fire departments per year, with associated annual losses of 420 

civilian deaths, 1,360 civilian injuries, and $1.3 billion in direct property damage. 

 

  



Acquiring an Accelerant Detection Canine 
 

There are several ways to acquire an ADC. A qualifying state and local law enforcement agency or fire 

investigative agency can receive accelerant or explosives detection canine training free of charge. For 

further information on ATF’s ADCP, contact the ATF’s Canine Training and Operations Support 

Branch located in Front Royal, Virginia, at 202-648-6560. 

 

State Farm places arson dogs with departments or agencies that respond to a minimum of 50 structure 

fires a year. State Farm also will look at applications where an arson dog will investigate in multiple 

cities/counties/fire districts allowing you to combine information from surrounding jurisdictions to 

increase the fire load numbers. Structure fires that your department responds to do not have to be 

identified as arson to be considered for the program. State Farm does not place arson dog teams with 

volunteer fire departments or with private fire investigation firms. When State Farm reviews 

applications for scholarships, they look at arson dog teams in areas with the greatest need and the 

applicants’ proximity to other arson dog teams when deciding where to place a new team. For more 

information on the State Farm Arson Dog Program, visit arsondog.org or call 309-766-0922. 

 

Once accepted, both the ATF and State Farm programs are free of charge. Each requires annual 

certification through their programs. 

 

In addition to the aforementioned ATF and State Farm programs, state and local law enforcement and 

fire investigation agencies can obtain an ADC. Several states including New York, Connecticut, 

Massachusetts and Texas train/certify canines. 

 

Two other resources are the Canine Accelerant Detection Association (CADA) at 512-842-9880 or 

email info@cadafiredogs.com and the Fire K9 Organization at 707-480-1935 or email info@firek9.org. 

 

  



History and Training of Accelerant Detection Canines 
 

Firefighters and dogs are as American as baseball and apple pie. A Rockwell painting of a red fire 

engine with a spotted Dalmatian in tow graced many a cover of the Saturday Evening Post. But with 

horses no longer pulling fire apparatus, the Dalmatian has been relegated to a symbol of the past. The 

frolicking Dalmatian has been replaced by the regal retriever. 

 

The first ADC was Mattie, a Labrador retriever trained by Connecticut State Police to respond (alert) to 

17 different odors of ignitable liquids in 1986. This pilot program spawned the ATF’s ADCP. The 

program trains dogs to detect a variety of ignitable liquids that could be used to initiate a fire. 

 

This is all possible due to the dog’s incredible sense of smell. According to Forensic Science Central, 

the average human being has roughly 5 million sensitive cells within the nose. This appears to be a large 

number, until compared with the 200 million cells in the average dog’s nose. Further increasing the 

canine’s sense of smell is an organ (Jacobson’s organ) in the roof of the mouth that is not present in 

humans. This organ essentially allows the dog to “taste” a smell, thus strengthening its ability to detect 

odors. Canines detect odors direct from the source or from residual scents, odors which persist in an area 

after the original source is no longer present. 

 

James Walker, former director of the Sensory Research Institute at Florida State University states that a 

dog’s sense of smell overpowers a human’s own by orders of magnitude — it’s up to 100,000 times as 

acute. 

 

Alexandra Horowitz, author of “Inside of a Dog,” states that dogs can detect some odors in parts per 

trillion! She explains that a human might notice if his or her coffee has had a teaspoon of sugar added to 

it; however, a dog could detect a teaspoon of sugar in a million gallons of water, or two Olympic-size 

pools. 

 

The training for an ADC begins long before it meets its handler. Because dogs are used, everyone 

assumes the training is Pavlovian (classical conditioning), but the training is based on a desired behavior 

(odor recognition) that brings a desired response (reward in the form of food or play). This is actually 

operant conditioning associated with B.F. Skinner. Don’t you wish you stayed awake in high school 

biology class and that 8 a.m. intro to psychology class freshman year? 

 

The first part of training is imprinting. The dog is initialized by being exposed to an ignitable liquid  

odor — taught how to alert and receives a reward, food in the case of ATF- and State Farm-trained dogs. 

Next, the dog is taught to ignore normal pyrolysis (burning) products that would be present at most fire 

scenes. Most ADCs are commonly trained to respond passively to an odor by sitting (alert) until the 

handler commands “show me,” and the canine will point its nose or pat its paw where the odor is 

detected. Once the dog has been exposed to both ignitable liquids and pyrolysis products, the canine is 

taught to discriminate between these two accelerants and to alert to only nonpyrolysis accelerants. Now 

it’s time for the handler to work with his or her dog on all this, over and over until it’s time to prove 

themselves through verification and certification. 

 

The training of the canine and handler really never ends. The ADC doesn’t receive food unless it earns it 

either through rigorous daily testing or while at an investigation. The canines are never fed unless 



exposed to an ignitable liquid. This is the primary reason that the dogs live with their handlers 24/7 

because their training will be compromised if they are provided with a bowl of dog food at a kennel or 

by someone other than the handler through training. A dog and handler will be involved either through 

proficiency testing or working a scene in over a hundred trials per day. Detailed training records must be 

kept, and the records are critical in the courtroom. In addition to daily training, the ADC is certified 

annually. There are several certifying agencies including ATF, State Farm, CADA, Fire K9 and 

Scientific Working Group on Dog and Orthogonal Detector Guidelines. Certification involves double 

blind recognition odor recognition and search exercise, scoring 100 percent. 

 

An ADC is trained to sniff out minute traces of ignitable liquid accelerants that may have been used to 

start a fire. Each dog is part of a team that is comprised of the canine and its handler. The handler is a 

law enforcement officer who has been trained to investigate fire scenes. 

 

An ADC is used to assist fire investigators in locating the areas that have accelerants, which have helped 

start the fire or assisted in the proliferation of the fire. These canine teams have proven to be the most 

effective tool that fire investigators can use to locate accelerants. It is important to remember that the 

dog is a tool for fire investigators to use in locating the exact spot to collect samples that have a high 

probability of containing ignitable liquids. Analysis of the sample by a lab is the determining factor that 

confirms the presence of ignitable liquids. 

 

NFPA 921, Guide for Fire and Explosion Investigations states, “In order for the presence or absence of 

an ignitable liquid to be scientifically confirmed in a sample, that sample should be analyzed by a 

laboratory.” One of the most critical parts of NFPA 921 as it pertains to canine teams is Section 17.5.3: 

Any canine alert not confirmed by laboratory analysis should not be considered validated. 

 

The fire investigator/handler will assess the fire scene, perform a cursory search for origin and cause, 

and ensure it is safe before the canine is used. Once at the scene, the canine will begin its search after 

being given a command such as “seek,” and it will sniff for the odor of an accelerant. There are two 

searches: free search, where the dog sniffs randomly, and a directed search, where the handler steers the 

dog to a specific area that may have been missed. Once an accelerant is detected, the dog will “alert” its 

handler by sitting. Next, the handler asks the dog to show the exact source by the command, “show me.” 

The dog will pat its paw or point its nose at the spot, followed by praise and food (reward) for its work. 

The investigator or technician will collect the samples identified by the dog, and they will be sent to a 

lab to confirm the presence of an accelerant. 

 

 

 

  



State Farm Arson Dog Program 
 

State Farm has been providing financial support for the acquisition and training of ADC. Since 1993, the 

State Farm Arson Dog Program has put more than 350 dogs and their partners to work in 44 states and 

the District of Columbia. Presently, there are 75 active teams in the U.S. Outside of state or federal 

agencies, there is no other company in the U.S. providing funding for the acquisition and training of 

ADC. 

 

ADCs are trained to sniff out minute traces of ignitable liquids, hydrocarbon-based fuels such as 

gasoline, diesel fuel, kerosene, turpentine, butane, and other flammable solvents that may have been 

used to start a fire. Each dog works and lives with its handler, a law enforcement officer or firefighter 

trained to investigate fire scenes. The canine and handler are required to complete 200 hours of training, 

led by Paul Gallagher, owner and head trainer of Maine Specialty Dogs, under the guidance of the 

Maine Criminal Justice Academy. Not only are these teams trained to locate potential evidence at 

suspicious fire scenes but also they are responsible for providing community outreach programs and 

educational seminars on fire prevention and safety. They are a vital tool in the toolbox for many fire and 

police departments. 

 

Each year billions of dollars in property damage and hundreds of lives are lost due to the crime of arson. 

This crime has an impact on all communities, and the State Farm Arson Dog Program is a resource that 

can help fight this crime. 

 

All the “K-9s” are Labrador retrievers and are trained using a food-reward method. All K-9s and their 

handlers must be recertified every year. The program uses Labrador retrievers, or Labs, for numerous 

reasons. Labs have a superior ability to discriminate among scents at a fire scene. Their noses can smell 

in parts per quintillion. Labs generally have a gentle disposition, a “love-to-work” attitude, and an 

outgoing personality. All of these characteristics make Labs the perfect choice to become an arson dog. 

 

The K-9s and handlers are together 24/7 and become part of the handler’s family! 

 

The majority of dogs in the State Farm Arson Dog Program are obtained from animal shelters, rescue 

organizations, or certified companion programs. Many of the dogs are “career change” or “second 

career” canines, meaning that these dogs were raised to be a disability assistance or guide dog but didn’t 

complete their training because the dog was too energetic. These dogs are given a second chance to 

serve by training as an ADC. 

 

State Farm places arson dogs with fire departments, state fire marshals, or law enforcement agencies that 

respond to a minimum of 50 structure fires a year. State Farm does not place arson dog teams with 

volunteer fire departments or with private fire investigation firms. 

  



Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 

Accelerant Detection Canine Program 

 

In 1984, ATF developed an ADC pilot project that resulted in the creation of an accelerant detection 

system that offered an immediate advantage over field instruments. ATF began training ADCs in 1986. 

These specialty canines are trained to detect a variety of ignitable liquids that could be used to initiate a 

fire. 

 

The ATF Canine Training Center is located in Front Royal, Virginia, consisting of a 20,000 square-foot 

building allowing for climate controlled, year-round training and a 25,000 square-foot kennel capable of 

accommodating 100 canines. 

 

The ADCP is available to state and local law enforcement/fire service agencies that meet various criteria 

and are willing to commit to a five-year memorandum of agreement. Selections will be made based on 

the geographical location and workload of the requesting agency and the qualifications of the proposed 

canine handler. The handler learns about care and maintenance of the canine, daily testing, search 

patterns, and techniques for accelerant detection. After handlers attend a five-week training course at the 

ATF Canine Training Center in Front Royal, Virginia, they return to their respective departments to 

begin working operationally to support their arson investigation activities. These teams are used by the 

ATF National Response Team on fire-related callouts. 

 

All ATF ADC teams are recertified on an annual basis. Currently, there are approximately 50 canine 

teams across the country participating in the ADCP. Validating the canines’ proficiency is of the utmost 

importance. Therefore, ATF hosts a mandatory annual training/recertification seminar for each ATF 

ADCP-trained canine team. During this seminar, the team’s proficiency is tested (recertified), and the 

handlers are required to produce their training logs from the previous year. These seminars include 

formal training on the latest advances in canine health and safety, as well as legal updates, practical field 

exercises, and formal testing. 

 

The ATF uses Labrador retrievers because the breed is hearty, intelligent, readily adaptable to changing 

environments, and possesses a nonaggressive disposition. The sources of these canines are Service Dog 

Agencies such as Guide Dog Foundation, Guiding Eyes for the Blind, The Seeing Eye, and Canine 

Companions for Independence. 

 

  



Canine Accelerant Detection Association 
 

CADA, established in 1991, is the oldest national organization dedicated solely to the use of ADCs. 

These canines are an invaluable tool and are used to assist fire investigators in determining whether or 

not ignitable liquids (accelerants) were present at the time of a fire. CADA is open to both public and 

private sector active fire dog handlers. CADA is an open organization dedicated to maintaining the 

highest standards of professional handlers in the field of ADCs. Its aim is to provide support for all 

involved in education, health and training of our canine partners while providing guidelines to promote 

professionalism, integrity and the standards it represents. To learn more about CADA, visit their website 

at http://cadafiredogs.com. 

  



Victoria Stilwell’s Arson Dog Video Series 
 

Arson Dogs is a Web series by Victoria Stilwell. Stilwell is a dog trainer from London and has appeared 

on American television on Animal Planet’s “It’s Me or the Dog” and CBS’ “Greatest American Dog.” 

 

In the summer of 2014, Stilwell spent a few days with the State Farm Arson Dog Program in Maine 

developing this series of 12 videos. 

 

Arson Dogs Trailer: Victoria Stilwell Positively 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5K2Ev4SRwrw  

 

Arson Dogs: The Arrival (Episode 1) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5dvsUmU3syQ  

 

Arson Dogs: Dog-Handler Matching (Episode 2) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FCCNhPsOt5g  

 

Arson Dogs: Training Basics (Episode 3) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNxbWIJjbi8  

 

Arson Dogs: Victoria Steps In (Episode 4) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DK4289ADmI0  

 

Arson Dogs: Intensive Training (Episode 5) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YPudTRXK8_8  

 

Arson Dogs: Handler Certification (Episode 6) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4p-TlSRzbo  

 

Arson Dogs: Get To Know the Arson Dog Trainers (Episode 7) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=srqx-dBALtY  

 

Arson Dogs: Arson Dog Training — How It Works (Episode 8) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x0pBgPPJhVo  

 

Arson Dogs: East St. Louis Followup (Episode 9) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJaNjRfTcKs  

 

Arson Dogs: Victoria Visits Jerry Means & Riley — Part 1 (Episode 10) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HckkQcCodJs  

 

Arson Dogs: Victoria Visits Jerry Means & Riley — Part 2 (Episode 11) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7Qpy2sj-No  
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NFPA Standard 921 
 

NFPA 921 establishes guidelines and recommendations for the safe and systematic investigation or 

analysis of fire and explosion incidents. 

 

NFPA 921 defines canine teams as properly trained and validated ignitable liquid detection canine/ 

handler teams. 

 

When a canine/handler team is used to detect possible evidence of accelerant use, the handler should be 

allowed to decide what areas (if any) of a building or site to examine. 

 

NFPA 921 states, “In order for the presence or absence of an ignitable liquid to be scientifically 

confirmed in a sample, that sample should be analyzed by a laboratory.” One of the most critical parts of 

NFPA 921 as it pertains to canine teams is Section 17.5.3: Any canine alert not confirmed by laboratory 

analysis should not be considered validated. 

 

According to Rick Roby, the co-chair of NFPA 921, the accepted methodology for properly trained and 

validated is a double-blind validation of the ability of the handler-dog combination to properly identify 

unknown samples. 

 

NFPA 921 describes the role of the canine team as a tool to aid with the collection and selection of 

samples at a fire scene or with evidence that would result in increased probability of lab confirmation 

than they would without the assistance of the dog. Also, canine detection should be used with, and not 

instead of, other fire investigative methods. 

 

 

  



2015 Arson Awareness Week Partners 

 

State Farm Arson Dog Program 

http://arsondog.org  

 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Accelerant Detection Canine Program 

https://www.atf.gov/content/Explosives/explosives-enforcement/accelerant-and-explosives-detection-

canines  

 

U.S. Fire Administration’s National Fire Academy Fire/Arson/Explosion Investigation Curriculum 

http://apps.usfa.fema.gov/nfacourses/catalog/search?&courseCurricula=1&forget=true  

 

National Fire Protection Association 

http://www.nfpa.org/arson  

 

International Association of Arson Investigators 

http://firearson.com  

 

Coalition Against Insurance Fraud 

http://www.insurancefraud.org  

 

National Association of State Fire Marshals 

http://www.firemarshals.org  

 

National Volunteer Fire Council 

http://www.nvfc.org  

 

Insurance Committee for Arson Control 

http://www.arsoncontrol.org  

 

Canine Accelerant Detection Association 

http://cadafiredogs.com  
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2015 Arson Awareness Week Publications 

 

“Intentional Fires” 
National Fire Protection Association by Richard Campbell — April 2014 

www.nfpa.org/~/media/Files/Research/NFPA%20reports/Major%20Causes/osintentional.pdf  

 

“Intentionally Set Fires” 
Topical Fire Report Series, November 2009 

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/statistics/v9i5.pdf  

 

“Intentionally Set Fires in Residential Buildings (2008-2010)” 

Topical Fire Report Series, October 2012 

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/statistics/v13i10.pdf  

 

“Intentionally Set Outdoor Fires (2004-2006)” 

Topical Fire Report Series, November 2009 

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/statistics/v9i6.pdf  

 

“Intentionally Set Vehicle Fires” 

Topical Fire Report Series, December 2009 

https://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/statistics/v9i7.pdf  

 

“Trust Your Dog — A Study of the Efficacy of Accelerant Detection Canines” 
by William A. Hogsten, Charlottesville Fire Department, Charlottesville, Virginia — Executive Fire 

Officer Report 

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/pdf/efop/efo47689.pdf  
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